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June 26, 1939
UM BIOLOGICAL STATION TO DEDICATE NEW RESEARCH BOAT
MISSOULA —
The Friends of the University of Montana Biological Station
at Flathead Lake will host the dedication of a new research
vessel to be used by the biological station.
The dedication ceremony will begin at 10 a.m. Saturday, July
1, at the Biological Station, located at Yellow Bay on the East
Shore of Flathead Lake 16 miles north of Poison on Highway 35.
After the dedication, the boat will take its maiden voyage
to major docks along the lake.

At such stops, interested persons

may board the boat and question the staff about the boat and
research on Flathead and other Montana lakes.
With funding from the National Science Foundation to UM, the
30-foot boat was custom built by SeaArk Inc. of Monticello, Ark.
It is specially equipped with dual diesel engines, hydraulic
winches and lifting frames, sonar, radar and other gear to
support research on water quality and fisheries of large lakes.
It's also equipped with a fire pump so that the boat may be
used in conjunction with fire trucks and pumpers operated by the
Finley Point Volunteer Fire Department, which has a substation at
the Biological Station.
The dedication will include comments by U.S. Sen. Max
Baucus, Chief Justice Jean Turnage of the Montana Supreme Court,
Ray Murray, UM associate vice president for research and Michael
more
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Pablo, Chairman of the Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes.
Also during the dedication, the Friends of the Biological
Station will announce an endowment campaign on behalf of the
station.

Following the dedication the research facilities will

be open to the public until 4 p.m.

People interested in fresh

water research and ecology are invited to visit the facilities.
Lunch will be served in the station’s commissary for $4 a
person.

After lunch, the new research boat will make its maiden

voyage along the East Shore to Bigfork.

All area boaters are

welcome to join an accompanying flotilla.

While en route to

Bigfork, the station's staff will demonstrate how the boat will
be used in research projects.
The flotilla will arrive at the community dock in Bigfork at
1:30 p.m., welcomed by The Don Lawrence Brass Werks.

U.S. Rep.

Pat Williams, longtime lake resident Art Whitney, Biological
Station Director Jack Stanford, Larry Jochim, president of the
Bigfork Development Co., and Elna Darrow of the Friends of the
Biological Station, will make short presentations about the
station's activities.
From Bigfork, the boat will cross the lake to Somers dock
where it will be displayed from 4 to 5 p.m.

On Sunday, July 2,

the boat and Biological Station staff will be at the city dock in
Poison from 1 to 3 p.m.

The boat will go along the West Shore

and dock at Lakeside from 4:30 to 6 p.m.
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